6/25/76 


Senator Charles Mathias 
Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C* 

Bear Mac, 

This is unsolicited advice I tope will reach you. I take the time despite now 
having much less of it because you are the kind of legislator whose tribe, alas, does 
not really increase, and I would like to prepare you not to be hurt where I can see 
hurt possible, especially in Maryland where there is now a large cadre of well-informed 
and serious sdnded students. 

Please take this as seriously as I do. It now is not easy for ms to take tine 
for letters that serve no purpose for my work, I had a very heavy phlebitis last October, 
or at least it was finally detected and I was hospitalised then. Before I was hospital- 
ized I had lost the main vein in the left leg and thigh, k ad somewhat less permanent 
venous damage to the right leg and had lost all but one artery in both feet at least. To 
be able to write at all I’ve had to design a special typewriter table and a mean of 
keeping my legs horizontal while I type. 

When I take time under these circumstances and ask nothing for myself you may, 
of course, question ay judgement but I don’t think ay intent. 

I believe it is likely that the first time you appear before a young audience 
you will be asked about your Intelligence subcommittee’ s so-called report bn the JFE 
assassination. Please respond by saying something like you were not on that subcom- 
mittee and have not, from your many other duties, had time to read it. 

I don’t think you really have* to read mors than the opening paragraph to get 
the drift of what I’m telling you. It begin with the declaration it would be generous 
to describe as no worse than of total irrelevancy. With the limitation imposed by that 
paragraph nothing that oaa follow can be' relevant. What does f sallow actually is terrible. 

I don’t think you will want to take time for full detail but I will undertake 
to encapsulate what * have read, less than half before it became too much for me and 
I had to lay it aside. 

That subcommittee actually swallowed CIA propaganda I have in my files and takes 
it seriously. Of course all of it isn’t only propaganda but the essence is. These sup- 
posed investigators failed to detect one of the most Byzantine ploys of which I know and 
you have some idea of ay experiences. That it did not comprehend and then expose will be 
a permanent self-defamation. I may not be able to expose it myself but the analysis 
exists already in my files and they will be a university archive. 

The factual error is extensive. It ranges from the minor to the basic. One part 
of a supposed case is built on a fake fabricated by a Commission lawyer. 

This report really is so bad, so unfair, so without base of perspective it has 
already forced me to become the defender of both the FBI and the CIA, and on the JFK 
assassination. With ay experiences with both agencies and the amount of personal in- 
vestigation of both I’ve done and with the anti-democratic abuses of both over so long 
a period of time this report la, in fact, grossly unfair to both. 

Heading it is anguish for ?ce but I will, now in shorter dases, take it all in. I 
am annota ting it as I read. I do not think you will want detail but I’ll have than. 

Bo I have to tell you my dismay when I have lived a ruinous personal life for a 
dozen years to establish truth and offered everything I have, without limitation and 
without even credit for the work, just so the Senate could do its assigned job better? 



Gan you begin to understand how many sore fine young people will have their faith 
in our institutions further diminished, how many Sill find in this reason to have no 
faith at all, especially after Watergat e and the fairly widespread and entirely justi- 
fied that it is far from exposed and largely unpunished? 

It has never been easy for me to encourage college audiences to try to make these 
institutions work, ‘The one way I have been able to do this is by precept, by repeating 
honestly that while they kick and scream we can make them function, to a degree. 

This came to mfnd when Eollie Atkinson phoned me last night, when I had just 
begun to read a press copy of the report and was in part ial shock . 

It is the <H gnat undertone of all my work that in time of great crisis our 
institutions have failed society, I could not avoid telling him, whether or not it is 
in today's paper, that this reports means the Senate failed deliberately- that it 
not only did not function, it refused to and became part of what in my titles are 
whitewash and eoverup. 

Sophisticated people realize the reality, that the practise of politics is the 
art of compromise. But there must be some principles, some issues where the national 
interest d emands full truth. When the sanctity of our most basic insti .uticno is in 
issue compromise becomes complicity, I do hold this view, lou may find it simplistic. 

But I do hope for your own sake you will find it possible to detach yourself from this 
newest official monstrosity that its i& its better moments is a continuing protection 
of those who have nullified the entire basis of representative society, of those who 
have turned the entire world around. If you think I am overly-eaotional here as one 
readily-available measure examine crime statistics foriiSS 1963 compared with last year, 
drugs. Or any thing else you consider relevant. 

There was a time whan I’d send you letters that required no answer. There was no 
need for you to be formal with me. Often I 1 s conclude with the suggestion that you and 
your staff need not take the time for response. But there always was a note, no matter 
how brief, ft was a kindne ss but I’d rather have had you save those few moments for the 
good work you have done or for your family. Then ther9 cm no answers. There were promises 
not kept* like sending ma the hearings of this comad. ttee. I wondered way. I don t know 
the answer. Psrhapssit is in your exhibit 42, p.511. I hope not. I hope you would, not be 
part of an investigation of these truly rogue-elephant agencies end still take their 
word without question. What this represents may in fact ue the cause of the ohlabitis and 
its permanent, serious consequences. 

kerf action is not a stats of man. In isy 63 years without doubt I have made mistakes. 
But I have tried to be honest and decent and to meet the obligations of citizenship. I know 
of nobody who can say to sy face that I lied deliberately. I meant the dedication of my 
first book and I have tried to live it. If your parents had had to flee their homeland 
so their son might be bom free you. might understand this better. 

The FBI’s efforts to frame me go back to late 1939* although I doubt the attach- 
ment to that exhibit say this. Or that I proved it. Or at that early aged defeated their 
efforts and forced the indictment of a Congressional agent who was part of that effort 
to frame. Or that I also gave the FBI evidence of plans for a fascistic coup in this 
country. (I’ve asked for its retusaac under FOIA enly to have months of silence from this 
"new* FBI.) Or that I did the basic work that resulted in the end of the career of their 
-fasfe than T>ai, Father Couglin. And a few others of the sane character. Or that with the 
help of T hurman Arnold (who I’d helped earlier with my exposes of Hasi cartels), Abe 
Fortas, Paul Porter and Sr a. Ogden Raid I’d broken up a later ^azl-like frame. I think 
Kra. Hold’s ^ert Andrews got a Pulitzer for it. 
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His subcommittee took "te-sttsaany" from authentic paranoids who are my friends. 

It did not take testimony from those I would have lost much from but would have welcomed, 
j-a time I hope to published what it continued to avoid. 

And so it is that your committee's report, faithful to Orwell, is styled "In- 
vestigations of the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy..." and under "Scope" 
of its investigation on the first page specifies that it did not and did not intend 
to investigate that assassination. 

How many pavings of how many raods to hell we can survive I don't know but I 
do regard this as still another one. 

There is another disappointment I've had, not from you but. from other Senators. 

I have been trying without success to get the spooks* files on me sines about 
1969. Respite them I have s me. I’m sure that what they are withholding - and I’ve 
not received a single page from the FBI - inlcudes what I’ll hi able to presets false. 

They are stonewalling ne, in part because of their intrusions into my first-amendment 
rights, your 1965 belief I then did not credit. Of course there are seme records that 
ecaanittou’a properly hold secret. But mxsssm unnecessary seerey haa become the legis- 
lative way while the sane legislature enacts good laws to reduce it in the executive 
agencies and then does nothing to facilitate enforcement. I have made requests to which 
there has been no response so that I may do in court what your committee refused to do 
as part of its Job. Even iay requests for a copy of Exhibit 42 with ay naaa not masked 
has been refused me. I do not think this isx either necessary or proper. 

I wont take more time for proofs I have of mail anti phone intrusions. I will 
tall you of one misuse and that your sosmsittoe has not been consistent. I have copies 
of iv.a records on other matters, records it not only did not publish but records that 
prove it, too, suppressed. Serious offense and proofs of the most dangerous capabilit- 
ies that may not have come -to your personal attention. This misuse was in court in the 
King case. The speaks fed the Tennessee Attorney Oeneral’s office errors and unusual 
language about me. I have the CIA’s papers os this. They were used in an effort to 
prevent a trial that could lead to a solution of the King assassination. I do not know 
whether the CIA itself provided those records of whether the beparteaeat of Justice did 
after getting them fro® the CIA, However, the usages arc distinctive and mean identifica- 
tion of the CIA as source, 

T?iis is the way it works today, while the Senate is supposedly investigating. 

Tills is why I am as disappointed as I seem. 

This also is why, as long as I am able to, I will continue with profitless, 
unpopular efforts. I have premises to keep. I hope I still have miles to go before 
I sleep. 

6&s requires no response. My purpose again is to infers you, I began intending 
only to' prepare you to look out for your own interest. 

Please excuse the errors. I now do not have time to correct them. I do want this 
to make today’s mail so you can know and avoid what may in time hurt you. And, of course, 
now that the laboring soutain has birthed a bated mouse I have still core work to do. 

Our best to you all. 


Sincerely, 


Sarald Weisberg 



